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Sorrentino is one of the many artists who have chosen Manhattan as an inspiration place.
Dance and darkroom to say “good bye” to biology studies.

In photo Gisella Sorrentino, 
Beside the title “ her” Manhattan.
THE GISELLA’S NEW YORK
By Silvia Forni

“I’m a reflection photographing other reflection within reflection”. The American photographer Duane Michals’ words reflect the work of roman artist Gisella Sorrentino, who has been in Unites States for about three years and whose work is based mostly on self-portrait.

Sorrentino starts to explore photography at the age of 18. She was raised in an artist family. After she had graduated from biology studies, she took a photography diploma at the Scuola Romana di Fotografia in 2006. For the artist everything related with art, music or images is a natural process.
“I had a darkroom that I shared with friends and I had fun to explore different ways of printing. On the other side I was very connected to dance, it was part of me, a daily need. At one point dance and photography became one thing. I start to work photographing a friend performances. I’m very emotive and photography helps me to express better myself”.

Gisella starts to enter in contact with other artists in Italy and in the United States. The first work was in Rome with Fabiana Yvonne Lugli, dancer, performer and choreographer. After she had worked with her for a year, working as scene photographer for the famous Balletto di Roma, she decided to move to New York. In New York the artist community is more established and she starts to experiment more as a photographer. She conceives the ideas of self-portrait in B&W, and new contexts in color of the subway and of Brooklyn.

“New York helped me to understand better myself outside my family context. I was intern for the artist Vera Lutter, and at International Center of Photography for many years. New York helped me also to understand that biology wasn’t exactly my path. Even if being a freelance photographer wouldn’t mean being fnancially stable, it was the thing I wanted to do.”

Sorrentino has always been surrounded with artists. Her grandfather was a moviemaker, her  grandmother a visual artist from Romania and her aunt, Graziella Scotese, is a visual artist who has been living in Mexico for 20 years focusing on murals and reinterpretation on Maya symbols.
One of the most important moments of her carrier was the birth of self-portrait to experience and explore herself. Through introspection she revolutionized herself totally. The self-portrait was a tool to show and understand her feelings to herself and to others. 
This work experiences the relationship with the mirror (“Gaze”2006), the family, the society, up to the fusion with  New York City, a city that better represents the opportunity to reinvent our selves (Flow, 2006).

“The feeling of alienation that we all have in a big city is very far from the familiar confidence that we can have at home. When I met my boyfriend Garon, I decided to start a work about relationship and at one point my photographs started to tell about being a man, a woman,  one person. I explored many different kind of formats:  35mm, digital, 6x6. My favourite cameras are the medium format Holga and Yashica  and the digital Canon 5d, which I carry all the times for my exploration trips. I have been inspired by Francesca Woodman and Maya Deren. I love the motion and the out of focus”.

In 2007 Gisella Sorrentino took part at “Her Humanity” show in a Gallery in Harlem. After the show the artist started a project about portraits, collaborating with other artists.
“ Photography is to show personal subjects. One of my future project is to translate the self-portrait from photography to videoart”.

Gisella, in 2006, created along with other Italian photographers Gaze Photography (www.gazephotography.com), a photography company based in Rome.
